BIOL648 – Invasive Species: Ecology, Evolution & Management:

SEMESTER PROJECT
This semester we will be creating a series of invasive species fact sheets that we will publish on the course website. Each student will create a fact sheet for the species s/he has been assigned, due in electronic format only on the last day of class.
The fact sheet will loosely follow the format developed by the Alien Plant Working Group (http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/list/authorinfo.htm) as described below:

1) Length: 3-4 pages, single-spaced

2) Include each of the following categories of data: 

· TAXONOMY
· NATIVE RANGE
· DESCRIPTION
· ECOLOGICAL THREAT
· DISTRIBUTION IN THE UNITED STATES
· HABITAT IN THE UNITED STATES
· BACKGROUND (not just a timeline, include all known vectors)

· BIOLOGY & SPREAD
· MANAGEMENT OPTIONS
· CONTACTS
· SUGGESTED ALTERNATIVES (if species is being intentionally introduced)
· OTHER LINKS
· AUTHORS
· PHOTOGRAPHS
· REFERENCES
3) Include the additional categories of:

GENETIC STUDIES

LOCAL IMPACTS (potential impacts on Massachusetts)

4) No secondary references in the body of the fact sheet! You need to be compiling primary literature for this project, not encyclopedias and other fact sheets. The only exception to this is if the resource in question is in a language you are not familiar with. Also you may, of course, list valuable related websites in the LINKS section.
5) Plagiarism = Failure. If this fact sheet is not written in your own words, you will receive a failing grade. You are expected to reference every source you paraphrase from as well. Also, keep in mind that since your fact sheet will be displayed on our course website, you will be publicly accountable for your work. If you are unclear about what plagiarism is, please visit http://www.lib.umb.edu/plagiarism.cfm.
